
 
 

The Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 14, 2020 

 
Welcome 

In this time of world-wide crisis, when it is not safe for the church to gather for worship as the 
body of Christ in person, we gather now to hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.  
 
Opening Sentence 
 
God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth.   John 4:24 
 
Collect of the Day        

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your 
grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; 
for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 



Confession and Absolution      Enriching Our Worship 
 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 
created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf. Forgive restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may 
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Invitatory and Psalm 

O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
And your glory all the day long. 
 
Praise to the holy and the undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Venite              Psalm 95:1-7  

Come, let us sing to the Lord;  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving   
    and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  

For you are a great God,  
    you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth,  
    and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it,  
    and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For you are our God,  
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to your voice! 

 
 
 



The First Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Exodus   Exodus 19:2-8a 
 
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them to 
serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to God’s 
will. 
 
The Israelites had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 
wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. Then Moses went up to God; the Lord 
called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 
my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall 
be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 
Israelites.” 
 
So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that 
the Lord had commanded him. The people all answered as one: “Everything that the Lord has 
spoken we will do.”  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.       
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: We respond to the first lesson with Psalm 100   Jubilate Deo 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God;  
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
    go into his courts with praise;  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; 
    his mercy is everlasting;  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
    
The Second Lesson: A Reading from The Book of Romans   Romans 5:1-8 
 
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right 
relationship with God through Christ’s death. 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 



sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in 
that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.       
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel:         Matthew  9:35-10:8 
 
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his 
first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve 
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, 
and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As 
you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without 
payment.  
 
The gospel of the Lord.           
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Reflection: The Rev. Bill Petersen 
 
The Creed: We profess our faith using the words of The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.       



He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.      
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.      
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.      
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.      
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers: We center ourselves in the peace and love of Jesus through prayer 
 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us join together to pray for the 
church, our nation, and for all who are in need, responding to each petition with the words, 
“Graciously hear our prayer.” 
 
A brief silence. 
 
O God, the Holy One of blessing, send your Spirit of tender might throughout your church and 
to all its leaders. Strengthen the believers who cannot assemble for worship. Guide the church’s 
use of technology, and make yourself known to those who have no access to such materials. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
O God, the Holy One of truth, as today we commemorate the fourth-century theologians Basil, 
Gregory, Gregory, and Macrina, we pray for your Spirit on teachers, preachers, and 
missionaries. Empower the church as it uses both historic and innovative words to proclaim 
your gospel across the street and around the globe. 
 
 A brief silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
O God, Holy One of creation, continue your care for the earth. Where there was fire or flooding, 
drought or storm, bring renewal of the land. Bless farmers and ranchers, and protect migrant 
farm workers as they toil in the sun to harvest our food. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
O God, Holy One of unity, as we commemorate this week the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, 
who in 2015 were killed while assembled in their Charleston church for Bible study, we pray: 



end the scourge of racism and white supremacy; protect protestors; halt those who intend 
violence; preserve our democracy. Raise up leaders who model repentance and reconciliation, 
and support legislators who seek justice in our land. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
O God, Holy One of compassion, heal the sick, and embrace the fearful. Visit the millions who 
are suffering from the coronavirus. Protect us from another wave of disease. Uphold health 
care workers and medical researchers as they work on our behalf. Assist the unemployed in 
finding a job. Show us how to provide safe housing and daily food for the homeless in our 
nation and around the world. We pray also for those we name here: for Nancy, Polly, and 
Winona… 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
O God, Holy One of hope, sustain those who cannot endure their suffering but are led only to 
despair. Pour your grace into their hearts. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
O God, Holy One of mercy, we pray finally also for ourselves. 
 
A longer time of silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
O God, Holy eternal One, we praise you for the lives of all the faithful departed, both the 
famous and the forgotten. At the end of all things, bring to yourself all your treasured people, 
to abide in your presence forever. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your steadfast love is everlasting: Graciously hear our prayer.  
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those desires too deep for words, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. 
Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to 
come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and 
let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life  
and in the life to come. Amen.  
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide 
in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us 
to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life,  
heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and 
however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and 
the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Benediction and Dismissal       A Franciscan Blessing 
 
May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths and superficial 
relationships, so that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart. 
 
May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that 
you may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people. 
 
May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from pain, rejection, 
starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort 
them and transform their pain into joy. 
 
May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you really CAN make a difference in 
this world, so that you are able, with God’s grace, to do what others claim cannot be done. 



 
And the blessing of God ☩ the Supreme Majesty and our Creator, Jesus Christ the Incarnate 
Word who is our Savior, and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and Guide, be with you and remain 
with you, this day and forevermore. Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Send forth your Spirit, O God,  
and renew the face of the earth.  
 
 
 


