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GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

Prelude   Great is Thy Faithfulness (arranged by L. Riley) 

Opening Acclamation 

  

Eucharistic minister stands at the lectern for all responses of the people. 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day  We center ourselves for worship in prayer. 

 

Celebrant   God be with you. 

People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray together: 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and 

even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those 

that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

WORD OF GOD       God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Lesson     Jonah 3:10-4:11 

Reader  A reading from the book of Jonah 

The Lord teaches Jonah a lesson when the prophet is angry because God is merciful to the 

repentant pagan city that Jonah has gone to great trouble to denounce.  “I knew it,” Jonah 

says, in effect, when the Lord spares Nineveh; “that’s why I tried to avoid your mission in the 

first place, because you are such a gracious God, even toward non-Israelites.”  The Lord 

causes a shrub to grow up and provide shade for the prophet.  Jonah is again angry when it 

dies.  If Jonah would have mercy for the plant, should God not be gracious toward this whole 

city? 

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 

not do it. 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, 

“O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 

Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, 
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please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is 

it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, 

and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 

become of the city. 

The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 

head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 

dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 

When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 

Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than 

to live.” 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 

angry enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 

did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 

night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 

than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, 

and also many animals?” 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

People   Thanks be to God 

Psalm 145:1-8    We respond to the first lesson with a portion of the Psalter. 

A hymn of praise to the Lord, who is mighty in deeds yet tender and compassionate. 

I will exalt you, O God my King, * 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bless you * 

and praise your Name for ever and ever. 

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

there is no end to his greatness. 

One generation shall praise your works to another * 

and shall declare your power. 

I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 

and all your marvelous works. 

They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 

and I will tell of your greatness. 

They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 

they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 
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The Second Lesson       Philippians 1:21-30    

Reader  A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

In this reading Paul tells the Philippians that he would prefer to be with Christ beyond death, 

but he recognizes that he still has good work to do in his earthly life.  The passage suggests 

that Paul had reason to think his death might be near, perhaps by martyrdom.  He looks 

forward to a closer union with Christ, but believes it more likely that he will be able to visit 

the Philippians again.  Either way, he asks that they live in a manner worthy of the gospel and 

stand firm in unity with one another. 

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 

for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 

depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 

you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 

your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus 

when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated 

by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 

this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ, but of suffering for him as well–since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 

had and now hear that I still have. 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

People   Thanks be to God  

The Gospel      Matthew 20:1-16   We hear the Good News of Jesus our Lord and Savior. 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Our gospel is the story of the laborers in the vineyard, who are all paid the same wage despite their different 

hours of work.  Like most parables, this story can have many meanings, as have been given to it in the life of 

the church.  On one level it suggests that nobody can presume on God’s grace, so often extended to those who 

may seem the least deserving.  The parable deliberately flies in the face of normal human expectations.  It 

offers a clue pointing to God’s extraordinary evenhandedness in dealing with people quite apart from human 

ideas about their merit.  Jesus may have told it in defense of his own sharing in the lives of the outcast. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 

his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When 

he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also 

go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon 

and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 

first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the 

first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
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when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 

you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied 

to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 

what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do 

what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, 

and the first will be last.” 

Gospeller:     The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                           

People:       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 Eucharistic minister sits. 

SERMON            The Rev. William Petersen, preacher 

Silence for reflection may be kept. 

 

Hymn of the Day   The word of God is proclaimed in song. 

  #733 (ELW)    Great is Thy Faithfulness  
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NICENE CREED     We profess our faith with the whole church. 

 Eucharistic minister stands 

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of 

Nicaea in 325 ad and confirmed in 381 ad, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and 

reflects what Christians believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Jesus, and the Holy 

Spirit: The Holy Trinity. 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

    and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

    he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son  

    is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need, responding to each petition with the words “graciously hear our prayer.” 

O God, you make the last first, and the first last. Give resources and courage to the churches 

around the globe that have few resources. When ministry in this time is so difficult, inspire 

bishops, priests, deacons, and congregational leaders in their service. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  
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Continue your care for your whole creation: sun and wind, bushes and worms, cities and 

farms, and all your many animals. Make us into extensions of your care. Preserve the food 

sources of the world’s endangered wildlife. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  

To places of conflict and violence, bring peace, especially to the cities of our nation. Bless the 

work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Preserve protesters, and guide 

police. Enlighten our nation, the nations we call friends, and the nations that are deemed our 

enemies. Keep our election season from dishonesty. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  

Give your blessing to the Jewish people at this time of their new year. Bring an end to anti-

Semitism around the globe and strengthen peace efforts in the Middle East. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  

To all who are suffering, show your mercy. We pray for firefighters, for communities 

devastated by fire, for all who suffer racial injustice, for migrants who seek safety, for all who 

are imprisoned, for victims of crime, for the unemployed, for students and faculty during the 

pandemic, for medical workers, for all who are hungry: O God, the list of the needy is so long.  

A brief silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  

Give health and wholeness to all who are sick, to all who are suffering from the coronavirus, 

and to those we name before you here: 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  

You show mercy beyond our expectations, far beyond our deserving. Hear now our personal 

prayers spoken or deep in our hearts. . . 

A longer period of silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  
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We praise you for all the saints, especially this week for the apostle Matthew and for the gift 

of his gospel that speaks to us of your goodness. Give us grace to live for Christ, until we join 

with all the faithful in your eternal life. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are full of compassion: 

graciously hear our prayer.  

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Confession and Absolution We confess together and hear God’s forgiveness. 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence for reflection may be kept. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in  thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

☩keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace   We greet one another in the peace of the risen Christ. 

Celebrant   May the peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 Eucharistic minister sits. 

Announcements 

Thank  you to Cate McMahon for the Altar Flower arrangement this Sunday. 

The Offering An offering is gathered for the mission of God in the world. 

I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.   Romans 12:1 

HOLY COMMUNION God feeds us with the real presence of Jesus Christ. 

 Eucharistic minister stands. 
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The Great Thanksgiving  

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Sanctus 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.    

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 

in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 

him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  

Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,    

  We await his coming in glory;  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread and Fraction Anthem  

The presider breaks the bread in silence. 

People     Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of 

God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 

take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

This is the table, not of the church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for those who love him 

and who want to love him more. So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

You who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time or ever before; You 

who have tried to follow and you who have failed; Come, not because the Church invites you; 

It is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here.               - 

The Iona Community Worship Book 

Celebrant There is a long-standing practice in the Episcopal Church to offer a means for 

people to receive Holy Communion spiritually when it cannot be received 

physically.  

People My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of 

the Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I 

cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come 

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in 

me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 

with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us 

forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the 

world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Blessing  The celebrant proclaims God’s blessing to the people. 

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister 

Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children,☩ be 

upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 Eucharistic minister sits 

Sending Hymn 659 (ELW)    Will you let me be your servant  (verses 1 - 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal  The people are sent forth in love and service to the world. 

 Eucharistic minister stands 

Celebrant   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

The family of Dorothy Tufts . The family of Vange Sandeen. 

 

Bob Champagne Bob Pierpont  Ruth Gray   Dylan Allwine 

Mark Luken  Rodney Morgan Stephanie Schroeder  Shirley Bentley 

Carolyn Toshney Gina Vivian  Penny Meyer   Jan Sauda 

Faye Juul  Penelope Bennis Mary McAuley  Gwendolyn Deneault 

Mary Ellen Davis Prue Fitts  Judy Hess   Michael Dowd   

Zell Kellogg  Joe Blackett  Jacqueline McLaughlin 
 

Note: The names on the prayer list have been updated to remove names that were added over a year ago.  If 

you would like a name placed back on the list, please send the request to Debra at the office email address 

allsaints@metrocast.net.  Thank you 

 

Thank you for all who have continued to support the work of All Saints during 

this time. You may make contributions by mail, using your financial institution's 

automated check writing service, or secure online giving via  Donate at 

www.wolfesaints.com/donate 

 

Creator of all we enjoy, we give you thanks for the countless people you have gathered to do your work as 

All Saints' Wolfeboro. We thank you for your Holy Spirit inspiring some as they longed for this church, 

others as they built this church and still others as they lovingly and boldly led this church through times of 

abundance and times of scarcity. Help us to be bold as we model giving of time and money during this 

time. Make our generous giving a symbol of both our faith and our gratitude. We pray in the name of your 

son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 

Ministers: All the People of All Saints’ 

Rector: The Rev. Bill Petersen 

Minister of Music: Holly Simons 

Parish Administrator: Deb Hoyt 

Sexton: Mark McLaughlin 

 
Music, texts, and liturgy are reprinted with permission under Church Publishing Rite Stuff, 

Rite Song, Augsburg Fortress Sundays and Seasons license agreements and CCLI streaming license. 
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