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GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Duet Prelude: "Blessed Assurance" with "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring -

arr. by Ruth E. Schramm  Claudia Bissett, flute; Holly Simons, piano
Opening Acclamation

Eucharistic minister stands at the lectern for all responses of the people.

Celebrant Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day We center ourselves for worship in prayer.
Celebrant God be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray together.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and
to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

WORD OF GOD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Lesson Isaiah 5:1-7
Reader A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

In our opening lesson the prophet sings a sad parable about God'’s vineyard, Israel, and the destruction that
must now come upon it. Despite all God'’s loving care, this vineyard brought forth only sour grapes. The
Lord looked for right judgment and found wrong. God hoped for justice and instead heard cries of distress.

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.

He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded wild grapes.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me
and my vineyard.

What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it?



When | expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be
trampled down.

I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers
and thorns; | will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness,
but heard a cry!

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 80:7-14 We respond to the first lesson with a portion of the Psalter.
A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that the Lord will restore God'’s ravaged vineyard.

Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *

you cast out the nations and planted it.
You prepared the ground for it; *

it took root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered by its shadow *

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *

and its branches to the River.
Why have you broken down its wall, *

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;

behold and tend this vine; *

preserve what your right hand has planted.

The Second Lesson Philippians 3:4b-14
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.

Paul reminds the new Christians at Philippi that if any have reason to brag because of heritage, lineage, or zeal, it
is he. Yet all human achievements are to be counted as rubbish next to the joy and privilege of knowing God in
Christ. Paul does not consider himself complete, but presses forward to learn yet more of the grace of Christ, the
power of his resurrection, and the sharing in his sufferings. His goal remains ahead: God’s upward call in Christ
Jesus.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as
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to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than
that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order
that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, | do not consider that | have
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
People Thanks be to God

The Gospel Matthew 21:33-46 We hear the Good News of Jesus our Lord and Savior.

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Our gospel is the story of the wicked and disloyal tenants who are cast out of the vineyard. The parable is
presented to us as an allegory in which the vineyard is Israel and the wicked tenants are its people. The
servants sent to them are the prophets, and the son whom they kill is Jesus. To the hearing of the early church
the destruction of the vineyard would parallel the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 CE, while the
heritage of the vineyard is now given to others. There is added an ancient prophecy concerning the stone
which was rejected but which has now become the main cornerstone for the Lord’s new work.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to
collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same
way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He
will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will
give him the produce at the harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders
rejectedhas become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to

pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
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When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him
as a prophet.

Gospeller:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Eucharistic minister sits.

SERMON The Rev. William Petersen, preacher
Silence for reflection may be kept.

Hymn of the Day The word of God is proclaimed in song.
ELW #638 Blessed Assurance (v 1,2 & 3)
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NICENE CREED We profess our faith with the whole church.
Eucharistic minister stands

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of
Nicaea in 325 ad and confirmed in 381 ad, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and
reflects what Christians believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit: The Holy Trinity.



We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
Is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Today, October 4, is St. Francis’ Day. Francis cared fervently for the church, the earth and its
animals, peace, and the poor. Let us now pray for these concerns, responding to each petition
with the words “in mercy, receive our prayers.”

A brief silence.

God most high, we pray for the church: for our bishop, our priests and deacons, and our own
congregation; for the ministry and concern for creation care of Pope Francis; for the work of
Franciscan friars and sisters; and for churches that are struggling with few resources. A brief
silence. That all the baptized may produce good fruit, sowing faith where there is doubt, we
pray to you, O God our Redeemer:

INn mercy, receive our prayers.

We pray for the earth and its animals: for farmlands; for animals whose habitat is threatened;
for livestock; for all the animals that we raise for human use; for service animals; and for our
dear pets. A brief silence. That the earth may be sustained with your care, and that we will sow
joy where there is sadness, we pray to you, O God our Creator:

IN mercy, receive our prayers.



We pray for peace: between nations; in our cities; among political rivals; throughout our
coming election; between generations; between long-time citizens and new immigrants; in our
churches and in our homes. A brief silence. That we may become instruments of your peace,
sowing union where there is discord, we pray to you, O God, our Peacemaker:

INn mercy, receive our prayers.

We pray for those who are poor: for those who are unemployed; for migrants; for those who
are marginalized by prejudice; for orphans; for school children with no digital access. A brief
silence. That we may give assistance where there is poverty and need, we pray to you, O God
our Provider:

INn mercy, receive our prayers.

We pray for all who are suffering: for those laid low by the coronavirus; for those who like
Francis have painful eye disease; for those living with anxiety; for those whose sorrow is
known only to you; for those who will die this day; and for those whose names we call out to
you here: . .. A brief silence. That we may sow hope where there is despair, we pray to you, O
God our Comforter:

INn mercy, receive our prayers.

We pray, finally for ourselves. Strengthen our faith in Christ, and hear our personal petitions.
A longer period of silence. That we may sow pardon where there is injury and love where
there has been hatred, we pray to you, O God our Healer:

INn mercy, receive our prayers.

We praise you, God most high, for all the faithful who have gone before us into the fullness of
your life, especially this week we remember our animal companions. A brief silence. That at
our end, where there is darkness, we will join in your light forever, we pray to you, O God,
Eternal One:

N your mercy, receive our prayers.

Enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, as we trust in your salvation through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Confession and Absolution We confess together and hear God'’s forgiveness.

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence for reflection may be kept.

People

Celebrant

The Peace

Celebrant
People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
+ keep you in eternal life. Amen.

We greet one another in the peace of the risen Christ.
May the peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Eucharistic minister sits.
Announcements
Thank you to Joyce Lake for the Altar Flower arrangement this Sunday.

The Offering  An offering is gathered for the mission of God in the world.

| appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1

HOLY COMMUNION  God feeds us with the real presence of Jesus Christ.
Eucharistic minister stands.

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
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me.
Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



Breaking of the Bread and Fraction Anthem
The presider breaks the bread in silence.

People Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of
God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Invitation to Holy Communion

This is the table, not of the church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for those who love him
and who want to love him more. So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
You who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time or ever before; You
who have tried to follow and you who have failed; Come, not because the Church invites you;
It is Christ, and he invites you to meet him here. -
The lona Community Worship Book

Celebrant There is a long-standing practice in the Episcopal Church to offer a means for
people to receive Holy Communion spiritually when it cannot be received
physically.

People My Jesus, | believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of
the Altar. | love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since |
cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May | live in you, and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us
forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the
world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing The celebrant proclaims God’s blessing to the people.

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister
Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children, & be
upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Eucharistic minister sits
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Sending Hymn  ELW #326  Bless Now, O God, This Journey (v 1,2 & 3)
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Dismissal The people are sent forth in love and service to the world.

Eucharistic minister stands

Celebrant
People
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Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.



PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE ON OUR PRAYER LIST

The family of Dorothy Tufts
The family of Vange Sandeen

Bob Champagne Bob Pierpont Ruth Gray Dylan Allwine

Mark Luken Rodney Morgan Stephanie Schroeder Shirley Bentley
Carolyn Toshney Gina Vivian Penny Meyer Jan Sauda

Faye Juul Penelope Bennis Mary McAuley Gwendolyn Deneault
Mary Ellen Davis Prue Fitts Judy Hess Michael Dowd

Zell Kellogg Joe Blackett Jacqueline McLaughlin

Note: The names on the prayer list have been updated to remove names that were added over a year ago. If
you would like a name placed back on the list, please send the request to Debra at the office email address
allsaints@metrocast.net. Thank you

Thank you for all who have continued to support the work of All Saints during
this time. You may make contributions by mail, using your financial institution's
automated check writing service, or secure online giving via Donate at
www.wolfesaints.com/donate

Creator of all we enjoy, we give you thanks for the countless people you have gathered to do your work as
All Saints' Wolfeboro. We thank you for your Holy Spirit inspiring some as they longed for this church,
others as they built this church and still others as they lovingly and boldly led this church through times of
abundance and times of scarcity. Help us to be bold as we model giving of time and money during this
time. Make our generous giving a symbol of both our faith and our gratitude. We pray in the name of your
son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Ministers: All the People of All Saints’
Rector: The Rev. Bill Petersen
Minister of Music: Holly Simons
Parish Administrator: Deb Hoyt
Sexton: Mark McLaughlin

Music, texts, and liturgy are reprinted with permission under Church Publishing Rite Stuff,
Rite Song, Augsburg Fortress Sundays and Seasons license agreements and CCLI streaming license.
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